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LAST SUMMER’S VISIT TO CHINA 


In the March 7 Bulletin we gave further details about Dr. Marcus James’ visit to China last j 
summer, We now have the reactions of another member of that delegation, Mr. W. Beverly 
Burwell, son of former Canadian missionary in West China, Rev, H. B. Burwell, The son is 
now General Secretary of the Student Christian Movement in the University of Manitoba, Can- 
ada, He was in the delegation as a representative of the group that has since taken the name 
of the William Temple Association of Anglican Graduates, He writes, ‘‘l would agree with 
James in finding a strong indigenous church, definitely a Chinese Christian Church, full of de- 
voted Chinese Christians as bent on serving our Lord in their way as the Christian missionaries, 
whom they decried, were in serving Him in theirs; and at least as prone to error in secular 
matters in modern politics as the missionaries of former times were in the politics of their 
own day."’ 


Dr. Marcus James is a Jamaican who has studied in this country at Harvard and Union Theo- 
cal Seminary. Mr. Burwell felt that he acquiesced too readily in the Chinese criticism of 
he missionaries, but that attitude may be readily understood in the case of one who must him- ; 
self often have suffered from the Anglo-Saxon superiority complex, | 


Mr, Burwell was shocked to hear Bishop Robin Chen say that the Christian Church in China 
is living in penitence - not for its sins against our Lord, but for its sins against the Chinese 
people and the People’s Government, Sins of failure were failures in terms of social activities, 
not in inner qualities, He found considerable bitterness against the Church in the West, and a 
tendency to denounce it as anti-Christian, 


On the question of reopening relations with the church in China, Mr, Burwell feels that we 
must wait until we receive the invitation of some official Chinese organization before we can 
send a delegation there. The rebuff which British denominations gave last summer's invita- 
tion, will probably make any Chinese organization more chary about issuing another invita- | 
tion, But when such an invitation does come, he feels sure that any Christians who respond to 
it will be welcomed by Christians in China, | 


MEDITATIONS FROM _ A PRISON CELL 


Those who have read and appreciated Olin Stockwell’s With God in Red China will want to 
read this little paper-covered book of 112 pages, published by the Upper Room, Nashville. J, | 
Manning Potts, the editor of the Upper Room, says in a Foreword that in reading these medita- | 
tions, ‘‘one thinks of men like John Bunyan or even the Apostle Paul as they wrote from their 
prison cells,’’ He calls the meditations ‘eloquent testimonies to the reality of the Christian 
faith,” 


In the first Meditation he says, **To read the New Testament by a prison window, where 
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much of it had been written, is to see things which one never saw before,... Prayer became 
a richer experience in jail, I knew that friends outside were praying for me, and I was pray- 


ing for myself, praying not so much that the! doors would open as that God would keep me in . G 
His will.’’ Most of the Meditations are lightened by the verse, sometimes whimsical, which 2 


he composed while in prison, 


There is a deserved tribute in the dedication ‘‘To My Gallant Comrade, who, ignoring 
ancient Chinese custom, always walks several paces ahead of her husband on The Higher 


Road,’’ 


SOUTHEAST ASIA: A SHORT HISTORY 


. This book by Brian Harrison (published by St. Martin’s Press, 1954, $3.50) is an eye- 

: opener to one who has casually thought that the history of that region began with the arrival 
of European explorers and traders, On the contrary, there is quite well authenticated history 

| reaching back to neolithic times, The author is Professor of History in the University of Hong 
Kong. For much of the early history he acknowledges indebtedness to the French Professor 
George Coedes, 


_ The book is concerned almost entirely with political and commercial developments, with 
only incidental reference to the cultural side of human life in this region, and scarcely even 
that incidental reference to the wide-spread missionary activities of the past two centuries. 
The part which the various waves of Chinese immigration into these areas has played during 
the past two or three centuries seems to me also to be inadequately portrayed, But the imperi- 
alistic and ruthlessly exploiting activities of Europeans, the Portuguese, Dutch, British, etc., 
are vividly delineated, No wonder the nationalistic reaction today is so strong. 


STILL _ THE RICE GROWS GREEN 


| I have not yet seen this new book by John Caldwell, son of Harry Caldwell, formerly 
. Methodist missionary in Futsing, Fukien, (Henry Regnery Company, $3.75) but it received a 
favorable review in the New York Times Book Review for March 27. ‘‘Each one of John Cald- 
well’s baoks seems to be better than its predecessor.’’ The book is in four sections, dealing () Q 
respectively with the coastal islands now in the news, land reform in Formosa, Korea, and 
) proposals for ways to promote the cause of human freedom, This last section the reviewer, 
: Robert A, Smith, notes as being especially controversial, Caldwell recommends stepping up 
the guerilla program on the mainland, feeling that the people there are now ready for revolt 
against their Communist masters, 


MISSIONARY NEWS 


Mrs, Elizabeth F. Brewster, Methodist missionary in China since 1884, and from 18g0 to 
1950 resident in Hinghwa, Fukien, died in Cincinnati on March 17 at the age of 93. Two of 
: her children, Mrs, George Hollister and Dr, Harold Brewster, were also missionaries in China, 
while another, Mrs, Frank Manton, is a missionary in Burma. 


James Endicott’s Newsletter for February reports that Mrs, Endicott’s Five Stars Over China 
is being translated into Japanese. Mr. Endicott opposes the Fellowship of Reconciliation pro- 
posal to send wheat to China for the flood victims by saying that there is no famine in China, 
and quotes China Reconstructs in his attempt to establish that point. For a first hand report 
from Hankow which would seem to disprove his position, see our Bulletin for January 10, The 
Canadian Far Eastern Newsletter seems to have practically no first hand information from China 
any more, and so its pages are filled with comments on the far eastern situation which follow 
uncritically the Communist line, 


Ralph Mortensen, formerly Secretary of China Bible House, Shanghai, is now listed as 
’ Traveling Secretary of Bible Society Service for Overseas Chinese, an organization sponsored 
) by the American Bible Society, British and Foreign Bible Society, and National Bible Society 
| of Scotland, He has been visiting all the areas, from Japan on south, where overseas Chinese 
live, and finds everywhere an increased interest in Bible distribution. 


¢ 


_ CHURCH NEWS 


“a CO. A little group itPeking is working to spread the reading of the Bible in Inner Mongolia, 

i hey receive copies of the Bible in Mongolian from Hong Kong, and send them on to five dif- 
ferent centers in Inner Mongolia, Now with the opening of a Peking-Urga Railway, they hope 
to establish a center in Urga to which they can send Bibles, They report that Christian workers 
there must all have a trade of their own, Some repair clocks and watches, others are farmers, 
etc, 


In our November 8, 1954 Bulletin we referred to Li Wei-kuang, General Vicar of the Arch- 
diocese of Nanking of the Roman Catholic Church, as a member of the National People’s Con- 
gress, Now we learn, by a Rome despatch of March 16, that Li Wei-kuang, known in Catho- 
lic records as John Baptist Ly, was excommunicated on February |, 1952, because he had ‘*‘act- 
ed by word and deed against the legitimate authority of the representative of the Supreme 
Pontiff in China,’’ This decree was not published before because it was hoped that Mr, Ly 
would mend his ways, That hope has now been given up, as he has recently become ‘‘leader 
and proclaimer among Christians of movements that have the purpose of dividing Catholics 
and changing the essence of the only church of Christ,"' The Vatican has learned that Chinese 
Communists intend to have a Chinese ‘‘pope’’ elected to be head of their new Communist 
Catholic religion. Beginning with the Pontifical Yearbook for 1953, Msgr. Ignatius Kung Pin- 
mei, Bishop of Shanghai, has been listed as the Vicar General of the Nanking Archdiocese, 


At the request of Madame Chiang Kai-shek, a special edition of 60,000 New Testaments 
has been published in Hong Kong, for distribution among the Nationalist troops on Formosa, 
The publication work was done by the American Bible Society and other Bible societies work- 
ing together in the Bible House at Hong Kong, 


The first nation-wide conference on Chinese churches in America will be held in San 
Francisco May 9-12. This is a follow-up of the survey which Dr, Peter Y. F. Shih, pastor of 
the Chinese Christian Church of New England, in Boston, made a year or two ago, Co-chair- 
men of the conference will be Dr, C. C. Hung, pastor of the Chinese Community Church in 
Washington, D.C., Dr, Paul L, Warnshuis, Associate Secretary of the Presbyterian, U.S.A., 
) (Qpepartmen of City and Industrial Work in New York City, and a third person from the West 

oast, still to be announced, Canada and Hawaii are included in the scope of the conference. 
Among the problems to be discussed are: the need for a bi-lingual hymnal and other reli- 
gious publications, evangelism, training for ministers and lay leaders, and financial support 
of the Chinese churches, Dean Robert E. Fitch of the Pacific School of Religion will be among 
the speakers at the Conference, 


SCHOOL NEWS 


In the item in the March 7 Bulletin under School News about Chinese teaching in US 
schools and colleges, the numbers were accidentally mixed up, The item should state that 
605 Chinese are now teaching in 206 different institutions, as compared with 359 in 193 in- 
stitutions a year ago. 


It is reported from Hong Kong that many Chinese students who were allowed to return from 
the mainland to their homes in Macau for the winter vacation refused to go back. One of them 
on being interviewed stated that he had gone to the mainland to take a medical course, and 
had then been assigned to a normal school instead, Moreover, the teaching was not real 
teaching but only propaganda, 


The Chung Chi College in Hong Kong, to which the United Board for Christian Colleges in 
China is giving help, is building a new campus at Maliushui, midway between Taipo and 
Shatin, in the New Territories. Dr. Ling Tao-yang has been appointed Dean of the College. 
Current enrollment is about 300. 


In the February number of China Reconstructs, Rewi Alley tells of his visit, after two years 
absence, to the Sandan school of which he was formerly headmaster. 


Dr. Y. P. Mei, visiting professor this year at Princeton University, has been appointed 


